YAAS 2025
YOUNG ARTISTS AND AUTHORS

SHOWCASE

Friendship: The Heartbeat of Global Peace

Sister Cities International is proud to present the 2025 Young Artists and
Authors Showcase, inviting youth from around the world to express their
creativity through the theme *“Friendship: The Heartbeat of Global
Peace.” This year's theme highlights the power of friendship to foster
understanding, collaboration, and peace across borders.

Open to artists, writers, photographers, and musicians aged 12-18, the
Showcase provides a unique platform to explore how global friendships can
drive positive change and bridge cultural divides. Submissions will be
accepted in various mediums, including visual art, essays, poetry, and music.

By participating in this inspiring competition, young creators will have the
opportunity to share their vision of a peaceful world and contribute to the
international dialogue about the importance of building friendships across
nations. Winning entries will be featured in Sister Cities International’s global
network, inspiring communities and leaders worldwide.

2024 Classic Art Showcase Winner

"Reflect,” Loralee House, Norfolk Sister City Association

Click Here to Apply

What is YAAS?



The Young Artists and Authors Showcase (YAAS) is an annual contest that encourages youth worldwide to express the mission of Sister Cities International
through original artwork, literature, photography, and music.

We encourage our youth to be creative and examine all aspects of this year’s theme, including but not limited to :

How can friendship
transcend cultural,
language, or national

barriers to create lasting

peace?

A

What symbols or
imagery represent the
connection between
friendship and global
harmony?

In what ways can
friendships between
individuals or
communities inspire
positive change in the

e
PAS \&/
o

How do acts of kindness
and understanding
between friends
contribute to a more
peaceful global society?

What does the
“heartbeat” of global
peace look like in your
personal experience of

friendship across

world? borders?

Age Categories

This year, we are hosting two separate competitions based on age groups. Applicants aged 12-14 will compete in one showcase, while those aged 15-18 will
compete in another. In each age group and each art medium, there will be a first, second, and third place winner.

Prizes

Grand prize winners in each age group and each art medium will receive a $1,000 prize. Second place winners will receive a $500 prize, and third place winners

will be awarded a $250 prize.

This year, we are reintroducing an in-person aspect to the competition. Winners will be required to send framed versions of their original artwork to the Sister
Cities International National Office in Washington, DC, at their own expense. Further details will be shared with winners in early summer 2025. The winning
artwork will also be featured on the Sister Cities International website after the announcement.

All cash prizes for the 2025 winners must be claimed within one month of receiving notification of their win.




Submission Categories

Classic Art Showcase Digital Art Showcase Essay Showcase

Poetry Showcase Original Music Photography Showcase

Additional Info

Eligibility Criteria

Please read the following details carefully. All additional questions can be directed to youth@sistercities.org.

#= Students must be between 12 and 18 years of age at the time of the April 1, 2025 deadline.

*= The student must be affiliated with and have a direct point of contact with a dues-paying member of Sister Cities International or an international
community partnered with a dues-paying member.

*= Each dues-paying member city may submit up to five (5) entries per category, per sister city, and per age group. International community partners are
also eligible to submit a maximum of five (5) entries per category and age group.

# Each student can only submit one art piece across the whole YAAS competition.

= All entries must conform to the Sister Cities International policy on plagiarism found here.

# All entries must be submitted and received through the online application by April 1, 2025, 11:59PM ET.



Frequently Asked Questions

I am an individual located in X country/city, am | automatically a part of a Sister City organization?

No. If you have not contacted your local sister city organization before, you are not automatically part of their network. If you have attended any events
through their local programming, you might be in their network. However, all sister city organizations have their own membership procedures. There
might be fees and other conditions for being part of their network. Therefore, please contact your local organization to learn more about your current
status.

" Is there a sister city organization near me and how do | find my Sister City program information?

" Ididn't know | had to be a part of a sister city program to submit my artwork. Can | still submit without their approval?
" lam interested in hosting a competition within my local sister city program, how do | do this?

Is my school teacher my sister city contact?

Can | provide my school email address when | am filing out the submission form?

" Do I need to send my artwork to the SCI National Office in Washington, DC?

What do you mean by five submissions per category, per sister city?

Congratulations 2024 YAAS Winners
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Sister City Program Information

Students are required to coordinate with your local sister city program before sending in your application. If you are
unsure of what organization you belong to or who your contact person is, please visit our FAQ linked here.

For any other questions, please contact youth@sistercities.org.

Name of the Sister City Program Sponsoring the Entry (required)

Taoyuan City Sister Cities

If you are applying from a city outside of the USA, please state the full name of your sister city program.
Example: Denver, CO - Brest, France Sister City Program

Sister City Contact Person

If you are unsure who your sister city contact is, please contact your local program. If you have any additional
questions, visit our website linked here.

Sister City Contact Name (required)

First Name (required)

Huei-Fang l

Last Name (required)

Lee ‘




Sister City Contact Email (required)

[ 10031873@mail.tycg.gov.iw

Sister City Contact Phone Number (required)

+886 3 332 2101

Sister City Contact Mailing Address (required)

Country (required)

Taiwan

Address (required)

[ 5F., No.1, Xianfu Rd., Taoyuan Dist.,

Address Line 2 (optional)

|

City (required)

Taoyuan City

State, Province, or Region (required)

Zip or Postal Code (required)

l N/A

l | 330206




